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a catalogue, and left to your own devices. The pictures are glorious and the gardens are quaint, in the old style. At Ware I saw the great bed, but the owners would not let me draw it on any account, because they were sure I was going to do it for the Pantomime. The bed is twelve feet square and is said to have belonged to Queen Elizabeth.
"In the Bible examination I am second, in spite of having said that Ishmael married an Egyptian, and having left out ' They drank of that rock which followed them,' in answer to the question ; What were the miracles ordained to supply the temporal wants of the Israelites in the wilderness ?'"
" June 25. I am enchanted — quite enchanted that we are really going to Normandy. ... I feel satisfied, now the end of the quarter is come, that I never was happier anywhere in my life than I have been here, and that I have done more, learned more, and thought more in the few months at Southgate than in all the rest of my life put together."
While I was away, my mother's life at Hurstmon-ceaux had flowed on in a quiet routine between Lime and the Rectory. She had, however., been much affected by the sudden death of Ealph Leycester, the young head of her family/ and cheerful, genial owner of Toft, her old family home. Chiefly, however, did she feel this from her share in the terrible sorrow of Ralph's eldest sister, her sister-like cousin Charlotte Leycester; and the hope of persuading her to have the change and of benefiting her by it, proved an incentive to make a short tour in Normandy — a plan with which I was intensely delighted. To
1 Grandson of my adopted grandfather's elder brother.

